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grapes for her nerves. She is much better, and gets up and
down a mountain pretty well. Paul sails a boat (a foot
long) in the lake, and the rest of us row about and enjoy
the magnificent scenery. The next day after to-morrow we
go on the great St. Bernard, and about the 15th of next
month we return to Paris. In the Spring, or rather Sum-
mer, it is my intention to return home. Now for a little
•private business.
I wish you to write to me the exact condition of the
Mansion House—if it is to be bought—whether it is
capable of being repaired, and the state of the judgment
obtained by Bridges, etc., against your Grandfather's
heirs. I am not rich, but your aunt and myself possess
together what would be an easy property at Cooperstown,
and my annual receipts are large. If an arrangement can
be made with Mr. Averell amicably, at a moderate price,
I may be induced to take the old house, fit it up, and
spend six months of each year in it. My habits and pur-
suits require town for the rest of the year. Show my
letter to Mr. Campbell, and get him to act with you in
this affair. I cannot go beyond a moderate price, and I
will not take less than the old grounds. I trust to your
discretion in not being too precipitate, and I shall author-
ize Mr. Jay to give you a fee in the event of success. I
do not know Mr. Averell personally, and cannot judge
therefore of the probability of his asking more or less
than he would ask another person. If you think he has
any liberality, you can use my name; if not, act in your
own. But Mr. Campbell will be a good adviser in the
transaction. A speedy answer is desirable, as we shall soon
have need of a residence. If we can succeed in this pur-
chase, the Jews shall be driven from the Temple, dear

